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Ventura County Agricultural Commissioners Office

	Second Quarter Newsletter - 2020

Counties compete for the honor of having that “nice looking crop report” that other counties try to emulate the following year. Many counties adopt a theme they highlight throughout the report each year. Often these themes reflect what is going on in the world, an event that was unique to their county, or to simply celebrate a sector of the industry. Ventura County has had several such themed reports including:  Invasive Threat (2009) which introduced the idea of the Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) and Huonglongbing (HLB) to Ventura County; Eating to Live and Living to Eat (2010) which celebrated Direct Marketing and Certified Farmer’s Markets; Connecting the Dots (2011) which documented the spread of ACP and HLB; Changing Tastes (2012) which discussed how agriculture has changed in Ventura County from sugar beets to citrus to strawberries; Local and World Marketplace (2013) which highlighted the many commodities we grow and the countries we export to; Resilience During Drought (2014) which highlighted the adaptability of farmer’s during a historic drought; Agriculture’s S.T.E.M. (2015) which highlighted the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math utilized by the agricultural industry in Ventura County; Farmworker’s in Ventura County (2016) which celebrated the backbone of Ventura County’s agricultural industry; Recovery, Regrowth, Regeneration (2017) which highlighted the stories of disaster and recovery as a result of the Thomas Fire – at the time the largest fire in California’s history; and most recently, Organics (2018) which celebrated the robust Organic sector of the Ventura County’s agricultural industry. 


So, with all those wonderful themes, what could we possibly choose for 2019? Drum roll please…the theme for 2019 will be… wait for it… Family Farms! Along with our collection and analysis of crop statistics unique to Ventura County, we will highlight, celebrate, interview and photograph a selection of our county’s multigenerational family farms. Stay tuned as this amazing report is scheduled for release in June of 2020!!
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                     Do you ever have surplus or wasted produce? Call Food Share!
 As Ventura County’s food bank, Food Share is the hub for feeding hungry people in our community. We feed 75,000 people each month and distributed a total of 13.2 million pounds of food last year through collaboration with 190 non-profit partners. We're happy to report that produce accounted for 35% of those donations! With such an abundance of healthy, fresh fruits and vegetables grown in our community, we're working to forge stronger relationships with growers and the rest of the produce industry.
 As the new Food Sourcing Director, my goal is to make donating as easy and efficient as possible for you. We have a fleet of trucks for pick-ups and can wrangle volunteer teams for gleaning. We can also host on-site food distributions for your work force…

It’s Crop Report time! Yes, it’s that wonderful time of the year when all Agricultural Commissioners are required by law (Agricultural Code Sec. 2279) to collect and prepare basic crop data including acreage, yield, production and value, of every crop grown in their respective counties. Over the years these reports have gone from a typed list of crop statistics to masterpieces of graphic artistry and photography. 

	






In This Issue:
· News from the Various Divisions
· VC Census 2020
· Update from Food Share
· A Flash from the Past




	











		…Please reach out with any questions, ideas, or donation offers. Let's connect the fruits of your labor with hungry people. I'm looking forward to hearing from you.
· Tessa Salzman, Food Sourcing Director
           Food Share (805) 207-6567
          tsalzman@foodshare.com 
          www.foodshare.com
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	 Ventura County’s Certified Farmers Market Program is a great way for our local farmers to showcase and market the variety of commodities that are grown in Ventura County to the public. It’s also a great way for the public to get to know their local farmers and develop relationships with them.Farmers Markets
Ventura County’s Certified Farmers Market Program is a great way for our local farmers to showcase and market the variety of commodities that are grown in Ventura County to the public. It’s also a great way for the public to get to know their local farmers and develop relationships with them.


We currently have ten Certified Farmers Markets that are open to the public on a variety of days. The Certified Farmers Markets range in size from fifty-five vendors/Certified Producers to ten vendors/Certified Producers. All our Certified Farmers Markets are open year-round rain or shine, with most of them open on the weekends. The number of current Certified Producers varies but we usually have over a hundred that are certified by our inspectors. Our current staff consists of six inspectors who visit the growers/farmers production sites and verify the commodities for sale are from these production sites. Each week our inspectors have producers scheduling appointments to renew their certificates or amend them which means adding new commodities available only during certain seasons. The inspectors are also tasked with inspecting all our Certified Farmers Markets at least quarterly if not more, depending on the problems that they might encounter. Our inspectors enforce the California Code of Regulations that apply to Direct Marking as well as California Food and Agriculture Codes. The inspectors at times may write up Notices of Non-Compliances which can vary from minor paperwork violations to more serious violations like selling products which were not produced by the Certified Producer. Fines and suspensions can be levied against the Certified Producers depending on the severity of the non-compliance or the repeat non-compliances for the same issue. Since July 2019 our office has inspected seven Certified Farmers Markets and issued ten Non-Compliances for various issues, including one Notice of Proposed Action which was issued and sent out. Enforcement at the markets helps protect the consumer and reputation of the vendors from any misleading practices; when properly regulated the program is a great opportunity for farmers to sell fresh local produce directly to the community. 
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 Holidays Keep Agricultural Inspectors Busy
[image: 2016_VC_ag_commisioner-logo021017]
Holidays are a time for getting together with friends and family, and during that time gifts are often sent to one another. Sometimes these gifts

	       may be in the form of cut flower bouquets or ornamental plants.  During the holidays, Agricultural Inspectors saw a large increase in these items, and with them came the increased risk of unwanted plant pests.  While most of the plant material being sent poses no threat and gives enjoyment to the receiver, there is always the chance of a “hitchhiker” catching a free ride on a shipment.  That’s why county Agricultural Inspectors get up early in the morning to go out and check incoming shipments at parcel package terminals.  
Hitchhiking pests may arrive in such small amounts that they are not noticeable to the untrained eye, but once here they may multiple rapidly, threatening our local agricultural crops, private and urban landscaping, and the natural environment.  During these times local and state inspectors are especially busy working to clear your packages and stop those few that can damage the holidays for us all.
During the months of November and December, Ventura County Agricultural Inspectors cleared 799 shipments passing through parcel package terminals along with their regular work of inspecting other incoming shipments, nurseries, and certifying outgoing shipments.
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	For a list of all Certified Farmers Markets in Ventura County, please visit our website at:
https://www.ventura.org/agricultural-commissioner/farmers-market-inspections/

[image: ]


	  Be Counted Ventura County!
Stop in to our Camarillo office anytime between now and mid-April to complete the census



	


online at our new Questionnaire Action Kiosk! We have Spanish speakers ready to assist, and a Mixteco interpreter available on Fridays by appointment.
Our office is located at:    
555 Airport Way, Suite E
 		Camarillo, CA 93010

We are open Monday-Fridays 7:00am-4:00pm.
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New in Hemp
For the first time in more than 80 years, the farm fields of California sported crops of hemp, Cannabis sativa, in abundance. With a change in federal law which removed non-psychoactive varieties of Cannabis sativa from Schedule 1 of the Controlled Substances Act, the growth of so-called “industrial hemp” became legal, with California’s Department of Food and Agriculture adopting regulations to govern the cultivation of this novel plant.
Enthusiasm was high. In 2019, some 53 entities registered to grow hemp, planting more than 120 fields covering 3,563 acres countywide. The largest exceeded 240 acres in size. Ventura County’s planted acreage put it in a virtual tie with Fresno County for third place statewide, behind Kern and Riverside, with over 8,000 acres each. About one tenth of the state’s total acreage in hemp was planted in Ventura County.
Crops were planted from as far north as the Frazier Park area to down near Point Mugu, but the bulk of the hemp was planted on the Oxnard Plain east of Oxnard and south of Camarillo. Most of the remainder was grown in the Santa Clara Valley, from Ventura to out past the community of Piru. A few plots were sprinkled in the Somis and Ojai Valleys and in North County. Though hemp has been grown for millennia as a fiber crop, and for decades Canada has been growing “grain hemp” for the nutritious seeds used in cereals and granola, the commodity fueling the current growth in the US is Cannabidiol, or CBD, a compound derived from the plant’s flowers which is said to relieve pain and inflammation when applied as a topical cream. Hemp varieties developed for high CBD production are closely related to those used for marijuana, the psychoactive component of which, Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is also a cannabinoid deposited on the flowers. The point of the regulatory program is to ensure that growers are growing low-THC hemp, termed “industrial hemp” in law, and not high THC pot, termed “cannabis.” The core of the program is two elements:
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1) approved cultivars 
2) testing for THC level.
 County staff put in hundreds of hours vetting registrations, supervising sampling, and monitoring harvest and destruction. Three fields totaling 120 acres failed their drug tests, coming in above the 0.3% THC threshold, and were destroyed. Hemp is radically different from traditional Ventura County crops. Because the yield of a CBD hemp field is a chemical compound and not an intact fruit or leaf, the product does not need to be delicately hand-picked. Instead, the Oxnard Plain was trawled by hulking combines, which took to the land with unaccustomed violence, grinding the harvest into a beam of mulch directed to an attending hopper. This “biomass” was then taken to a plant for extraction of the CBD, though other treatments were employed. In one case, a giant, blue contraption from Austria compressed the mulch into one-ton bales which were immediately wrapped in white plastic and deposited onsite to await pickup. The hope was that these bales would give the raw product shelf life while the grower awaits processing capacity or a better market… (See Hemp Continued)
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Hemp Continued… Not everyone welcomed the changes brought by this new crop. Hemp emits odorous terpenes, volatile organic compounds which stimulate the nose. The scent of pines derives from terpenes, but so does a strong skunk-like odor from hemp. In response to hundreds of complaints from residents from Moorpark, to Camarillo, to Fillmore, to Ojai, the Board of supervisors adopted an “urgency ordinance” on 14 January 2020 and renews the urgency ordinance for 10 ½ months on February 25th, which prohibited the planting of hemp within a half mile of certain sensitive sites. For the details of this ordinance, visit the Ventura Agricultural Commissioners website, https://www.ventura.org/agricultural-commissioner/.  
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The Ventura County Agriculture Commissioner is working to draft a regular ordinance on a long-term basis. Comments are welcome and can be submitted by email at VCACHemp@ventura.org. 

Every year starting around mid-October and ending in January the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s office is tasked with inspecting and testing navel oranges for minimum maturity requirements. The program is funded through CDFA which collects its funding from a mil fee assessed from total weight received of oranges, mandarin citrus varieties and lemons. The Citrus Maturity Program is in place to protect the industry as well as the consumer from receiving substandard product and to ensure that minimum maturity and quality standards are being met.

 Ventura County receives navel oranges from several nearby counties with the majority coming from Kern County and Tulare County followed by local Ventura County fruit in January. This year, twenty-nine maturity titration tests were performed at three local packing houses. The titration determines the sugar to acid ratio (soluble solids) which is then compared to the California Standard Scale with a minimum of 90 being a passing test. For the 2019-2020 Citrus Maturity season Ventura County Inspector/ Biologists performed twenty-nine citrus maturity test, of the twenty-nine, nine of them failed to meet the minimum California Standard and were rejected….
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Citrus Maturity Continued... For 2019-2020 a total of 173 field bins or 4325 cartons were rejected for failing to meet the minimum California standard. Of the 173 field bins, 63 of the bins were sent to be processed as juice in Tulare County. The additional 110 field bins 
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were sent to a fruit processing plant in Los Angeles County where the fruit is processed and packaged for consumers in fruit cup type of products, where sugar and other sweeteners are added to make the product more palatable. During this period from rejection to processing, Ventura County. The rejected fruit was either re-conditioned and tested again or sent to juice/processing Inspector/Biologists made sure to stay in contact with receiving counties as well as the packing houses where the rejected fruit was being held to ensure that the substandard fruit did not make it into the fresh produce market








A Flash from the Past 
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Shipments			Containers			Flats								
2017		7,481				641,368			48,081
2018		5,530				568,937			16,987
2019		7,046				758,739			22,082	
Ventura County staff in the Pierce’s Disease Control Program (PDCP) benefits the nursery industry by providing certification required for plants to be shipped to non-infested counties in Northern California and the Central Valley. Our work is focused on preventing the spread of the Glassy Winged Sharpshooter (GWSS Homalodisca) from Ventura County to areas of California not already infested. The GWSS is a ½ inch insect that feeds on the stems and leaves of many kinds of nursery stock and citrus trees and most importantly grapevines.  The GWSS is widespread in Southern California and has reduced the ability of growers in Southern California Counties to produce wine grapes. In the process of feeding the GWSS transmits a bacterial disease that blocks the vascular tissue (Xylem) and damage grapevines. 

Nurseries with Compliance Agreements contact the Ventura County Agriculture Department for inspections of host plants going to non-infested areas in California.  Ventura County Agriculture Department staff inspect and certify or reject (if any GWSS life stages are found) host plants prior to shipment.  Every year large numbers of containers and flats are inspected.
	





Detection traps are placed in nurseries planning to send plant material north to monitor for the presence of the GWSS. Citrus growers who plan to send bulk citrus to packing houses in non-infested areas north of Ventura County need to meet compliance agreement requirements in order to ship.   Funding for this program is provided through a contract with the CDFA which is made possible through an assessment paid by the wine grape growers. If a nursery wants to ship nursery plants or bulk citrus to non-infested GWSS parts of California contact the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office for more information.
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Pierce’s Disease Control Inspection 
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	2019 Weed Management Review 
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	restarted work on Invasive weeds.  We applied for and received a grant from CDFA which focused on mapping and removing CDFA “A” rated noxious weeds.  These weeds have large negative impacts to agriculture and the environment but are limited in numbers/acreage. For more than 80 years CDFA biologists alone or with the County Agriculture Department staff worked to eradicate “A” rated weeds.  
In 2012 CDFA cut all funding for the CDFA weed program except for the Botany lab/herbarium used for plant identification.  County Agricultural Commissioners who are mandated to remove “A” rated weeds by state law took over the role of detecting and eradicating “A” rated weeds.  The CDFA grant enables us to survey, detect, map and remove “A” rated weed populations, before they expand in size and become more difficult and costlier to remove. 
Getting more people detecting and mapping these less common “A” rated weeds beyond our staff has been assisted by citizen scientists connected to new technologies such as I-Naturalist and the more plant focused Calflora.  Citizen scientists find new locations of “A” rated weeds and note them in I-Naturalist or Calflora. The Agriculture Department staff reviews I-Naturalist and Calflora for new locations of “A” rated weeds.  Staff does follow up survey/mapping/sampling to confirm the species and infestation location.  To encourage more use of Calflora by interested members of Ventura County we sponsored a two-day training at the UC Extension Hansen Center in Santa Paula attended by a variety of agencies, non-profits and other individuals interested in mapping invasive plants. Our new approach was used when a review of Calflora CDFA “A” rated weeds indicated Skeleton Weed, had been noted in National Park Service land along the Palo Camado Trail in Agoura Hills just inside Ventura County.  After a survey of the trail area the invasive plant was found along and on the trail.  David Neville and Diana Wing came out to the site to survey, map, and photograph the invasive weed.
 A follow up call to Rosi Daggit of the Santa Monica Mountains Resource Conservation District, connected us to Joseph Algiers invasive weed coordinator for the National Park Service.  Joseph’s staff member Robert Householder had experience controlling Skeletonweed in Idaho and Wyoming. After an initial visit to the site with John Beall, Robert involved the NPS weed crew to remove plants and seeds from the trail/dirt and treated the plants that were going to seed. The connections the Agricultural Commissioner’s office has with individuals, agencies, and groups are critical when working in Weed Management.  A diverse range of stakeholders care about weed management because of the wide variety of impacts weeds have.  Rangeland weeds on cattle ranches impact grazing.  Native plant enthusiasts recognize weed impacts to rare plants and native plant communities. To encourage connections between groups and support individual and common goals, the Agricultural Commissioner’s office worked to restart the Ventura County Weed Management Area.  



This year the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 
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I herewith submit to your honorabl i ; SR
BN tasininrs bf m 003?, . e: body this report of the Horticult-
On February 1,1886, J. A. Day, M. lig Isham, and N. W. Blanchard were
amnbed by the Board of Supervisors as Horticultural Commissioners of
County.

We organized as a Board February 27, 1886, and since that time we
have done our best to take care of the fruit interests of the conntg.

Twice during this time the cottony cushion or fluted scale has been
brought into the county on young trees; did not make its appearance for
several months after the trees were put into the ground. When we first
found it we bur

ned up every tree we found it on, and by inspecting the
orchards regularly for several months

the, and using the same remedy, we
entirely eradicated that pest. - = :

We Inspect nearly all the fruit trees brought into the county before they
are set out, and afterwards when we think it necessary.

The red scale is not in the county, and has never made its appearance,
except on oranges brought into the county from San Francisco or Los
Angeles, which have been confiscated and destroyed, or returned to the
parties from whom they were bought.

. _The woolly aphis is the worst pest we have at present. It is very bad
on some of the old apple trees.

The black scale is very bad near the coast, but only a few miles back ‘
the trees are entirelﬂnf:ee from it.

The codlin moth never made its appearance here.
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eéral Tallure 1n our valley of the apricot.

MRg. Mastin: I have no opinion to offer, but T will give a few facts from
mg observation. There are three counties in this State that surpass all
others in the raising of apricots. One, Solano County, in the Vaca Valley.
The apricot does not fail there; every kind of apricot grows there. In the
Santa Clara Valley the apricot crop is very abundant, and all kinds of
apricots grow. In the Santa Clara Valley, in Ventura County, are found
the largest and finest apricots grown in the State of California, and in
neither county is there a complaint of the-barrenness of the tree or the
quality of the fruit. I only state that as a fact, and my opinion formed
from those facts is that the apricot will only grow to perfection where it has
the influence of the sea breeze.

MR. SANDERS: I believe that is correct. T will state that of the nan.
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